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Å EC is the second largest province in SA (17 Mil ha) with a population of  6.9 million, equivalent 

to 12.6 % of the national population of 54,9 million people (Mid-year Population Estimates 

2015).

Å Between year 2011-2016, net migration is 53 143 people (out-migration of 243 118   people 

minus in-migration of 189 975

Å Current unemployment rate is at 28.6%, above national rate of 26.7% (QLFS-1Q2016)

Å The former homelands of Transkei and Ciskei make up a large part of the Eastern Cape. ( 5 

mil ha )

Å 70 % of the population live in rural areas. 

Å Census 2014 indicated that 35% (609 000) of the households in the EC are agricultural 

households .  32% of these households have no income (highest in SA, with Limpopo)

Å This sub section of households is where many small-scale, subsistence sector farmer are 

operating.

Å EC  has the highest % of agricultural  households owning livestock ï30%, but the 36% of 

livestock owners own less than 10 head of cattle.

BACKGROUND
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South African Growth Performance
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ωLaC ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ D5t ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ όWǳƭȅ Ψмсύ downwardsfor 2016 to 0.1%
ω Monetary Policy Committee forecast for GDP growth in 2016 has been reduced 

to 0%.
ω The Eastern Cape growth forecast for 2016 at end Quarter 1 was 0.1% -

following national trend but not as negatively affected as the major mining and 
cropping provinces affected more by drought than Eastern Cape. 
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PROVINCIAL % CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTH AFRICAN GDP (2013)

Nelson Mandela Bay Metro contributes 43 % and BCM 23 % to Provincial 

economy ïRural Districts contribute only 34 % to the Provincial 

economy
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AGRICULTURE FORESTRY & FISHERIES: VALUE ADD  CONTRIBUTION BY 

SECTOR (excluding taxes) WITHIN EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE: 2009 - 2013 ( R 

000ôs)
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PRIMARY PRODN:  Agriculture & Mining

SECONDARY IND.:  Manufacturing, Power, water, Construction

TERTIARY IND.:  Wholesale, Retail, Transport, Services, Tourism

Contribution to Provincial GDP (    )

The trends indicate that our growth is to a greater extent led by consumption 

services 



Province of the

EASTERN CAPE

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

AND AGRARIAN REFORM

AGRICULTURE FORESTRY & FISHERIES: VALUE ADD % CONTRIBUTION BY 

PROVINCE: 2013
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AGRICULTURE FORESTRY & FISHERIES: GROSS FARM INCOME (R 000ôS)  

PER ENTERPRISE CATEGORY PER PROVINCE: 2013
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27 25 66 25 9 4.7 0.9 83 695
EC as % 

of RSA
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Trends in the number of persons employed per sector of the Eastern Cape 

Economy ( 2008 ï2015)
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The agricultural sector employs 6 % of workforces in EC. 

From 2008 to 2015 jobs in agriculture increased by 2 % compared to 

the a 3 % increase in the Province as a whole for 2008-2015
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2010 1.3 1.5 5.4 88.6 3.2

2011 1.4 1.0 4.3 91.3 2.0

2012 2.7 1.0 5.9 88.7 1.8

2013 1.9 0.8 3.4 91.5 2.4

2014 5.0 0.5 4.8 85.6 4.1
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Eastern Cape householdsô reasons for  growing farm produce or 

keeping  stock for the household, 2010-2014

STATS SA ( General household Survey -2014)
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE 34.66 % OF HOUSEHOLDS IN EASTERN CAPE 

INVOLVED IN AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE ACROSS FARMING CATEGORIES ( 

STATS SA- GHS 2014)
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National Distribution of poverty: 

South Africa 
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RESOURCE POTENTIAL :  MAR.  RAINFALL & 

COMMODITY SUITABILITY
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Cropping Hubs-within potential cropping 

areas

SUMMER DRYLAND CROPPING [POTENTIAL AREAS
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BEEF AND 

DAIRY HUBS
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Irrigation 

development hubs
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GAMTOOSRIVIER

Qamata
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Fruit Production 

Hubs
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Present dairy area

Extensive beef

Expansion Potential area
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District

Total 

Area 

(ha) 

(000's)

Non -

Agric

Land 

(ha) 

(000's)

Forest 

(ha) 

(000's)

Agric. 

Land 

Use 

(000's)

Total 

Grazing 

area (ha) 

(000's)

Potential 

Croplan

d (ha) 

(000's)

Current 

Commerci

al 

cropping 

(ha) 

(000's)

Projection for expansion of 

commercial cropping (25% 

of current semi-formal 

cropping area + virgin land 

areas) (000's)

Alfred 

Nzo
1,460 101 42 1,317 858 392 22 109

Amatole 2,404 139 94 2,170 1,860 231 49 44

BCM 254 36 11 207 151 45 16 9

Chris 

Hani
3,610 194 38 3,378 3,032 381 88 85

Joe 

Gqabi
2,566 78 21 2,467 2,228 233 114 36

O R 

Tambo
822 65 93 664 597 98 0 31

S 

Baartma

n

5,834 140 50 5,644 5,483 158 236 0

NMM 196 38 1 157 155 4 11 0

Total 17,146 791 350 16,004 14,364 1,542 536 314

100.0% 4.6% 2.0% 93.3% 83.8% 9.0% 3.1% 1.8%



Province of the

EASTERN CAPE

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

AND AGRARIAN REFORM

23

Underutilised agricultural potential: Transform and 

progress subsistence ïto commercial oriented 

production.


